
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     July 15, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 278 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, the way I present myself to others and the way I 
experience myself are often not the same.  Sometimes the way I 
present is overstated and extravagant, at other times it is 
understated and diminished, when compared to my actual 
experience.  I am aware that most of the time this discrepancy is 
noticed in hindsight, which means that I do it unconsciously and 
unintentionally.  It would be better if I could intentionally choose 
how I present and understand why I chose as I did. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 6:14-29 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 286 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 540 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:30  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for July 22, 2018 
2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37; 

Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 The church school teachers are taking a break during July and 
August, so there will not be any church school during that time. 
 Jim will be on vacation beginning tomorrow, and will return to 
work of August 27th.  During that time the church office will be 
closed.  For assistance please contact one of our Elders or 
Deacons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 
 The Ordinary Time following Pentecost is a time when elements 
of our personality which have not been part of our conscious self-
understanding are integrated into that understanding. These would 
be things about us which we were discouraged from knowing, 
exploring and owning when we were younger. When it becomes 
important to know, explore and own these thoughts and/or 
feelings,  God orchestrates the emergence of them into our 
awareness and then helps us engage with them. Through this 
engaging we learn about the ideas and values we had already 
internalized which were used to help discourage us from associating 
with what is now emerging. 
 Integration is about combining one thing with another so that 
they become a whole. Internally, integration means bringing 
different elements of the person we are into equal participation in 
our personality. Which means that both what is emerging in our 
awareness and also the ideas and values which have been used to 
exclude them are in some way merged. Unlike in our past, one of 
these does not get to dominate the other, with the result that only 
the dominate one remains—instead, both remain. 
 How does this kind of internal integration occur? It comes 
through comprehending the importance of the thoughts or feelings 
that are emerging, and through examining the rationale behind the 
ideas or values used to exclude them. In the process of sorting and 
sifting these, some items that were important in the past fade into 
the background and some items that were irrelevant or unknown 
emerge into the foreground, and a new and more expansive sense 
of who we are emerges. The old and familiar ideas and values do 
not go away; instead, they are balanced by additional ideas and 
values which equal or surpass them in importance. All our life, the 
older ideas and values will continue to inform us, and when that 
occurs their counsel will be met by additional guidance which 
supplements and modifies it. The way we live will change. But more 
importantly, we will have an experience of the fullness of our own 
life. 

[Jim Robie, 7-12-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 8th Sunday after Pentecost (Mark 6:14-29) 
 Partly because of the way this text is written, but mostly 
because of the way we have been taught to read the Bible, we read 
this text and come away with the understanding that the death of 
John the Baptist was not a good thing. However, when we 
internalize this text we are able to see that moralizing in this way 
on this event is not helpful since doing so blinds us to the deeper 
reality that the death of what John the Baptist represents 
subjectively is part of the way our life is disclosed to us. We are 
going to internalize this text and will begin by describing what 
“Herod” and “John the Baptist” are in our interior life. 
 The name Herod means “heroic.” Interestingly, its root is: “a 
view, i.e. form [image, appearance].” I expected the root to be a 
word which has some of the internal characteristics of being heroic, 
like “nobility of purpose” or “courage.” Instead, the root is a word 
which stresses the form or appearance of something. Internally, 
Herod would be a function of our ego encouraging us to pay 
attention to how we appear and wishing us to appear in a particular 
way. Appearing heroic, in the sense of courageous and noble would 
be an illustration of how this might be manifest, although any idea 
or ideal of what a person should be could also illustrate it. In our 
text, Herod needs to be seen as a person who keeps his word, and 
therefore he does something that goes against his own innate 
sense of what would be best for him. To our Herod, how we appear 
matters more than anything, and following close behind this is an 
interest in making certain that others see us in the way we value 
and have chosen. Our Herod will do whatever it takes to ensure 
that we appear and are seen in the way that is valued. 
 John the Baptist, like Herod, is a function of our ego. We 
experience what John represents as a particular awareness, an 
awareness that something about our life is off-target or misses the 
mark of what we were taught our life should be. We might describe 
John as the capacity to see behind the appearance of things, 
especially when the appearance we project and the reality of what 
is actually true of us do not coincide. So, for example, John would 
be the awareness that we are not as noble or courageous as we 
think or want, but instead are something other or in addition, like 

self-serving, manipulative or deceptive. This awareness provides 
the motivation for us to reflect on what kind of changes are needed 
in order for us to address this difference between our substance and 
our appearance.  
 The awareness that John represents might be intriguing and 
interesting and valuable to our Herod, but ultimately John’s 
awareness gets in the way of the insistence that we focus on how 
we appear and that we appear in a particular way. Said differently, 
our need to be seen in certain ways compromises the impulse to be 
aware of how we actually are. Herod decapitates John; that is, our 
need to be seen in certain ways cuts off any desire to be conscious 
of and pay attention to what is real for us. 
 The text ends here. There is no moral telling us this should not 
happen. There is only the assertion that this internal tug-of war 
happens, and that it turns out the way it does with the desire for 
congruence being compromised by the need to appear a particular 
way. So why would the lectionary place this text where it does in 
the cycle of the Church Year? I believe it does so simply as a 
reminder that this internal tug-of-war is something that remains 
with us throughout our journey. Our need to be seen in certain ways 
compromises the impulse to be aware of how we are. As is the case 
with most things in our interior, the issue is simply to become aware 
that this scrimmage goes on, when it goes on, and especially as it 
goes on. Seeing this allows us to make a choice as to when and 
where to follow whatever path is chosen and for how long. 
Sometimes there are good reasons to be other than straight-
forward in how we present to others, and at other times being so 
cautious is neither necessary nor helpful. God wants this internal 
dynamic to become and remain conscious. It is then possible to 
reflect on the tug-of-war between the need to present well and the 
need for congruence, to learn about ourselves through it, and to 
make conscious and intentional choices about to present ourselves 
to others. 

[Jim Robie, 7-12-18, Ordinary Time Following Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 6:14-29] 

 


